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LIFE OR DEATH?

DESPERATE EFFORTS
OF THE LUNENBURG
OFFICIALS TO OB¬
TAIN THE PRIS

ONERS.

dov O'Ferrall Firm. He
Adheres Strictly to
the Constitutional

Guarantee

A TTO VNEV-GENERAL SCOTT
ALL RIGHT TOO.

He Supports His Excellency
in His Efforts to Uphold

the Law

Pitiful Condition of
the Women.

Sheriff Carita's Plea.

DECLARES HE WILL CARRY
THE WOMEN TO THK

LAWLESS COUNTY.

ATTEMPTS TO DEFY THE
GOVERNOR AND THE

COURT.

Thrilling Happenings in
this City

Messrs. Wise and Flournoy
Make an Able Fight in

*~-~LririenburgCo. Court.

JUDGE WELLFORD TO
THE RESCUE.

THE CONVICTED PEOPLE MUST RE¬
MAIN HERE.

Mr. Guigon's Unique Motion.Judge Or
gain Renews Hit Order Lr the
Prisoners.Oity Sergeant Epps

Oited to Answer the Charge
of Contempt of the Lun¬

enburg Co.. Court.
Sheriff Cardona Comes for Him and th
Prisoners-Superintendent Lynn Refuses

to Deliver Mary Barnes to the
Sheriff.A Mixture and a
Muddle.The Women's

Counsel Have Won
So Far.

A Celebrated Case and Stirring Time
Ahead.What Will the End Be?

The Pollard Murder Case has bee
the absorbing topic of conversatio
during the past ten days.
Never in the history of the common

wealth has there ever been such an ai
fair which has presented to the legi
world so"many unique features. Th
best lawyers in the state Jiave stoo
aghast at the questions raised an
wondered that the points presente
stand without a precedent upon th
statute books in this country.

TREMBLING IN THK BALANCES.

The lives of Solomon Marable, Mar
Abernathy, Pokey Barnes and Mai
Barnes hav«e been trembling in the ba
ances. The cause of this was due I
th^facVTtrai '/Judge Lynch" has pi
in appearance and patiently awai te
the aarTival of Sneriff M. C. Ca-rdoa
with the prisoners in Lunenburg Cc
in order that he might unlawful
hang and riddle with bullets, the boc
ies of these helpless and defensele
people.The cases are to come up during th
term of the Supreme Court of Appes
which is now in session in this city.
Judge Orgain of Lunenburg Co.,

sued an order requiring the sheriff
produce the prisoners in Lunenbu
County Court on November ll, 18.
The Supreme Court of Appeals was
meet November 12, 1896. Thus t
prisoners' cases were virtually in ti
courts.

WAKTID KO TROOPS.

In the meantime Sheriff Cardoza.
doubt influenced by public sen time
in the county, refused to call 1

Have Not Returned to Lunenburg County

POKEY BARNES & MARY ABERNATHY. SOLOMON MARABLE MARY BARNES.

The Lynchers Foiled -Desperate Efforts to Secure the Return of the Prisoners-A Legal Battle Unsurpassed in Criminal
Annals-Judge Wellford takes Them into the Custody of His Court.

troops to escort the prisoners, and de¬
clared that the Governor had no right
to send them unless he did ask for
them.
His intentions wer-e perfectly appar¬

ent. The alleged necessity for the
presence of the prisoners in the Coun¬
ty Court of Lunenburg was the appli¬
cation by Judge Mann, who had been
employed by the Board ot Supervisors
to assist the Attorney General for an
order minc pro tune.
This was a confession that the court

rd of the case was fatally defec¬
tive, and although a certified copy had
been forwarded to the Supreme Court
of Appeals, it was intended to correct
the errors in this a-ecord and substi-
tute the corrected one for the other
that had been previously sent up.
This was a desperate effort to "mend
theit hold."

Jl'DOK MANN'S PREDICAMENT.

Judge Mann, however had placed
himself in a very embarrassing predic¬
ament inasmuch as in his anxiety he
had failed to consult with the Attor¬
ney-General, his senior in the case,
and the proceedings were being pro¬
ceeded with, without his consent, lt
was mischievous meddling with the
duties of Attorney General R. Taylor
ricott.
The result is soon told. Attorney

General Scott declared the presence
of the prisoners at Lunenburg C. H..
was unnecessary, inasmuch as they
had waived their right to be present
Gov. O'Ferrall, who was preparing to
send two companies of troops with
them, later instructed City Sergeant
Epps not to deliver them to the sheriff.
Editor Mitchell, Rev. W. F. Graham
and Rev. R. ll. Bowling called on the
counsel for the women, Saturday , 9th
inst. They were poring over the law.
In the meantime, lion. George D.

Wise and Judge H. W. Flournoy,
counsel for the women and Wm. M.
Justis, Jr , Esq . counsel for Marable
secured from Judge Wellford a writ of
habeas corpus, restraining City Ser¬
geant Epps from delivering the pris;
oners and restraining Sheriff Cardoza
from receiving them
Despite all this one of the most trag¬

ic scenes ever enacted took place Sun.
day morning, November 10th.
Editor John Mitchel], Jr., had gone

to the jail early that morning The
pleasant statement from the jailei
that the prisoners would not go to Lu
nenburg that day was received witl
satisfaction.
Solomon Marable was called and ap

peared at the barred gate inside o
the jail. A smile beamed on his coun
tenance when he was informed that hi
would not be carried to Lunenburj
county. He is now much youngelooking than he was when he firs
came to this city- He wore the bead
ed chain of the Roman Catholi
Church and suspended from the cen
tre was the cross. He had not hean
from his wife since.

THI CITY SERGEANT'S POSITION.

Going upstairs we were soon in th
office of the City Sergeant, Captai
Charles H Epps. He was seated, gaa
ing into the fire. The rain was fallin
on the outside. Captain Epps has
military caste of countenance and i
fully six feet in height.
He greeted us and we discussed th

situation. ''Yes," he said, "I have re¬

ceived orders from the Governor t
hold these prisoners and also a wri
They cannot go. 1 would like much t
serve the gentlemen from Lunenbui
County ; but I cannot obey two mai

ters, when one tells me to go up th
hill and thc other tells me to gc dc-*-.
If they gave the same order 1 cou]
accommodate them."
Looking through the open door Ed

tor Mitchell saw Mary Abernathy ar

Pokey Barnes coming across the ja
"bridge" or porch. They entered tl
Sergeant's Office. Smiles shown <
their countenances when they saw tl
editor. They expressed themselves

I feeling well. They were very neat
attired (Sunday fashion) and Pok<
was looking unusually attractive. Ai
yet both stood in the shsdow

death. While the editor was speaking
about the action of the Governor, a
figure darkened the threshold of the
open door.

1-CMANDINO THE PRISONERS.

'Good morning, Mr Cardoza!'' was
the greeting of Sergeant Epps.
"Good morning!" was the response
He walked military fashion across the
floor and partly "about face" fronted
Captain Epps, facing the doorway
through which he had just come. The
sheriff was terribly agitated and it
was with difficulty that he controlled
himself.
He drew from his pocket a paper,

and handed it to Captain Epps who ad¬
justing his eye-glasses carefully read
the order of J udge Orgain instructing
him to turnover to the sheriff,the two
shrinking women standing in the of¬
fice.

It was not long before a reply came
from the Sergeant. "1 have an order
from the Governor directing me to
hold these prisoners. 1 am sorry, I
would like to oblige you, Mr. Cardo¬
za." He handed him the order from
the Governor, lt reads thus:

the governor's order

Governor's Mansion,
Richmond, Va., Nov 9,'B5

To Captain Charles H. Epps, Sergeant
of Richmond City, and Keeper of
the Jail:
Do not deliver the LunenburgI convicts to M C. Cardoza, sheriff, etc.

as heretofore instructed, but retain
them until 1 communicate with and
hear from Judge Orgain.

Charles T. O'Ferrall,
Governor of Virginia.

The communication appeared to be
written and signed by the Governor
himself. "Then you refuse to deliver
these prisoners to me ?" was Sheriff
Cardoza's remark. "I do," was the
quiet, but firm response. The sheriff
was angrier than ever. He stalked
from the room without a word \* her
he had reached the middle of Gu¬
st airway, he asked, "Can you tell mt
where Charley Meredith lives?'
Captain Epps gave him the informs
tion and he disappeared in the yan]
below.
The women were happy Smilei

beamed on their countenances anc
they could not restrain their joy.
Captain Epps remarked that thi

writ issued by Judge Wellford ha*
been served on Sheriff Cardoza at th*
Lexington, the night before.
The women were returned to thi

cells and Editor Mitchell went to thi
yard below. As he was passing out
two of Sheriff Cardoza's deputies en
tered enquiring for him. Upon bein]
told that he had just gone, they await
ed his return.
It was made manifest that it was th

intention to allow these people to b
lynched. A sheriff and two deputie
had come to Richmond to carry bac
to Lunenburg County, one man an

e two women through a section reache
n only by wagon roads and nearly twer
'- ty miles from a railroad station
g The people in the locality are worl
a ed up to fever heat and lynching pai
[g ties have been already organizee

Sheriff Cardoza was failing to do hi
e duty and it was not surprising that til
j- Governor was carrying out his swor
o' obligation to take care that the law
t j are faithfully executed.
o| A detailed history of the effort <

ths counsel for the prisoners to pr*
vent the return of their clients 1
Lunenburg County will hardly proa
jninteiesting.

THE COUNSEL'S PLEA
The following letter was address*

to the Attorney-General -.
November 6, 1895.

Hon. R Taylor Scott, Attorney-Ge
eral of Virginia:
Dear Sir,.On the 22nd of Octobt

this year, Mary Abernathy, Ma
Barnes and Pokey Barnes, two
whom are prisoners in the city ji
under sentence of death and the oth
Mary Barnes, in the State penite
i-iary, addressed communications

tha Hon. George C. Orgain, judge of
the County Court of Lunenburg coun-
ty, a copy of one of which is nereby |enclosed. In such case the formal
waiver was signed by all three of us as
counsel.
We, as counsel for these prisoners,

respectively request you to aid us in
avoiding the necessary expense and
trouble of having them conveyed to
the County of Lunenburg. A military
escort will be indispensable for their
protection and the expense incurred
to the Commonweath very great. In
addition, the prisoners would be sub¬
jected to the torture of apprehension,
which should be avoided in the inter¬
est of humanity, if possible. We have
received no reply to the communica¬
tions sent to Judge Orgain, and there¬
fore do not know what his purpose is,
but we are persuaded that with your
assistance our request would be grant¬
ed by the Judge.
With great respect, your obedient

servants,
George D. Wise,
H. W. Flournoy,

A B. Guigon.

Governor O'Ferrall bad held a con¬
sultation with the Attorney-General
in reference to the ease, and was as¬
sured by him that the presence of the
prisoners before Judge Orgain was not
by any means necessary, as the pro¬
ceedings in that court were no part of
the trial

THE ATTOBNEY-OENBRAL'S OPINION.

1 he following is his report:
November 7, 1895.

"Governor Charles T. O'Ferrall, city :

"Dear Sir,.Since our conference as
to the'Lunenburg case,' I am in re¬
ceipt of letters from Messrs. Wise,
Flournoy and W. M. Justis, Jr , re¬

peating to me the proposition made in
the petition in writing sent to the
jndge of the County Court of Lunen¬
burg. By this request the convicts,
Mary Abernathy, Mary Barnes. Pokey
Barnes and William Henry alias Sol¬
omon Marable, by advice of counsel,
waive their personal presence in court
on the 11th instant, and agree and
consent that what is there done in theil
cases and the orders made by the
Court shall have the force and effect
in law as if made in their presence,
but reserve the right to contest thc
power and the right of the Court tc
make such orders.
"Upon careful consideration, I an

of the opinion that amendments to th*
records of Lunenburg County Court ii
the trials of the convicts aforesaid, bj
an order made nunc pro tune undei
these agreements of client and counse
in writing, have, and will be given thi
full force and effect in law, as if mad)
in the personal presence of Mar
Abernathy, Mary Barnes, Poke'
Barnes and William Henry alias Sol
omon Marable, and their presence oi
the 11th is not necessary.

Very respectfully yours,
R. Taylor Scott,

Attorney-General."
gov. o'psrrall telegraphs.

Governor O'Ferrall upon receivin
this opinion, sent the following tele
gram to Judge William H. Mann, c
Nottoway, who has been employed b
the supervisoa s of Lunenburg to assit
the Attorney-General in conductin
the cases of the prisoners:

Richmond, Va., Nov. 8,1895.
Hon William H Mann, Nottowa
Courthouse, Va :

The Attorney-General has given m
his written opinion that the presen*
of Marable and others at Lunenbui
Courthouse on Monday next is ni

necessary. In the face of this opinic
I feel that it would be wrong to in
pose upon the State the expense
military guard, and I ask that you ai
me in saving this expense, advisir
that prisoityra remain here. If tl

to prisoners go military guard will a

company them and remain as long as
tltt prisoners are in the county.

Charles T. O'Fk rrai.i .

I concur in all the Governor has
said.

R Taylor Scott,
Attorney-General.

JT DUE MANN'S RKl'LY.

Late Friday evening, Nov 8th,
Judge Mann wired Governor O'Fer¬
rall as follows:
Nottoway C. H., Va , Nov. 8. 1895.

His Excellency, Charles T O'Ferrall,
ernor of Virginia, Richmond :

As the associate of the Attorney-
General in the case of the Lunenburg
prisoners, I must submit to his opin¬
ion and Decontrolled by it, whatever
may be my own views. I think it safe
for the Commonwealth that the pris¬
oners should be present when nunc
pro tune order is made, but will ad¬
vise the judge of Lunenburg of the
opinion of the Attorney-General, and
will not oppose the order in the ab¬
sence of the prisoners, but am unwill¬
ing to assume any responsibility upon
this point There is no disposition on
the part; of Lunenburg or her officers
to put the State to expense, and if
permitted, she will protect the prison¬
ers with her own citizens and at her
own coat

Most respectfully,
W. H. Mann.

The Governor held a consultation
Friday night, 8th instant for some
time with Attorney-General and Mr.
Carter Scott, and Judge H. W. Flour¬
noy was also sent for.
The Governor after a long consulta¬

tion with Attorney-General Scott, ful¬
ly and finally made up his mind upon
the question of the removal of the Lu¬
nenburg prisoners and ordered City
Sergeant Charles H. Epps not to deliv¬
er them to Sheriff M. C. Cardoza
THE GOVERNOR CONSULTS HIS ADVISERS.

All day Saturday 9th inst, the case
of the prisoners was under earnest dis
cussion by the Governor Attorney-j General and counsel for the women,
and it was not until late Saturday
night that Governor O'Ferrall arrived
at the fixed determination not to al¬
low the prisoners togo. While he was
closeted with the Attorney-General,
the decision which they should arrive
at was awaited with eagerness in the
Governor'8 sitting-room by General
Charles J. Anderson, Brigadier Gener¬
al Phillips, Major Evans, CaptainHeath, ot the Petersburg Grays, who
had arrived in the evening, and others
After the conference had lasted some
time, Deputy Sergeant Claiborne Eppa
was sent for and taken into consuita-

. t
tion by the Governor and Attorney-

3 j General. A few minutes later the dis¬
cussion came to a close, and the Gov¬
ernor, returning to the sitting-roomsaid to the officers in attendance:

HIS ORDER OBEYED.

"The prisoners will not be taker
back to Lunenburg. Issue orders tc
the troops who are awaiting orders tc
disband."
This order was immedia'ely execu

ted by Captain Heath, who steppinjto the Governor's telephone, called ujPetersburg and ordered his lieutenan
who was summoned to the phone, t<
diabanjlthe Grays, who ware then ii
their armory with arms and accoutre¬
ments all ready to start when order*
were received.

DANVILLE TROOPS IN READINESS.
General Phillips by wire also order

ed Captain Franklin, of the Danvilli
troops to disband his men, who were a
so under arms waiting for orders.

After these orders had been execu
ted the Governor explained that he ha*
come to the conclusion, in which hi
was fully sustained by the AttorneyGenera!, that it was his duty as Gov
ernor o'* Virginia to protect her citi

w
zens, le based his action entire!

d I upon Ge section of the Code of Virgi
|j? j ia whio,! says that the Governor sha]
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PERSONALS & BRIEFS.
-Mr D. J. Chavers, who has been

so ill ia out again.
-Mr,P. Sheftall of Atlanta Ga.,

wes in the city this week and called
on us.
Rev. J Francis Robinson S. D. T. is

reported as delivering fine lectures ir
Springfield 111, last week.
-We return thanks to Solid Link,

No. Ill, Love and Charity for $2 00 for
the Lunenburg lase.
-We return thanks to Bethel Tat

ernacle 89, Love and Charity for $3 '21
for the Lunenburg women.
-Mr. R. N. Jackson. Editor ol

the Lynchburg, Va , Southern Forge
was in the city last week and called or
us.

-Mr. L-is cutting a big dasi
on Baker St. with Miss B-and Mist
W-, Look out boys, don't let hin
have them both.
-Mrs. Sarah Johnson of Beavei

Dam Va , who was visiting her daugh
ter Miss M. A, Johnson, 13 W. Frank¬
lin St. has returned home.

JACKSON WARD BREVITIES.
Last Sunday was ushered in with i

heavy rain wnch continued all day
At tue regular church hour could ot
seen only lew strong hearted Chris¬
tians wno declare that their fidelity t<
(jurist and His cause would not ailov
them to stay away from His church.
At the Ebenezer Baptist Churcl

Rev. D. W. Davis preached a wonder
lui sermon, and held his audienc
spell-bound while he depicted the gio
nous sights of the Great Beyond.
Mr. \\ est of St. John St., was calie<

from thebe low-grounds oi" sorrows t
unknown worlds beyond last Monda
morning after a brie! illness. Poiso
was supposed to have been the cause
His excellency, Grover Clevelan

issued a proclamation on the 4th inst
that the 28th day of November be se
apart for thanksgiving and praise. A
it is something we want, let us givthanks.
The Book Reception at the Harts

horn, Friday night, November 15tl
was a grand affair. We wish tor thei
library a full supply.
Miss E Madaline White was in th

city last Saturday and Sunday. Sn
returned to Tunstall, Monday.
Great folks, small folks, fat folki

lean folks, in fact all kinds of folks ai
tended "Mikado" last Monday an
Tuesday nights. A few of the Jeffe*
son boys were out.
At the election of deacons at the li

Baptist Church, a young married lad
was heard to say that her husban
shouldn't vote unless she could als*
Who do you think it was ?
Luck goes very hard with that your

fellow, riis boss didn't have an
work for him, and another fellow taJ
ing his girl. Troubles never come sii
giy-
Mr Solomon Hayden and Miss He

en Fentress were united in the ho!
bonds of matrimony last Tuesdi
night. The marriages still goes on.
They did not marry Last Tuesdi

night was the time set apart for tl
marriage of Miss Sangue Payne ai

1 Mr. Henry Knight, but they did ri
*. marry. According to invitation ai
Madam Rumor, a large crowd assen
bled at 512 Catherine bt., where
grand recep ion was held. What nex
Don't you know that Madam Rum

has it that the little clerk of a certa
book-store expects to step over in
matrimonial circle? Yes indeed,
doesn't deny it
One of the most amusing things

the past week was to see a young la*
going home from an entertainme
with her fellow's overcoat around h<
haring left hers (?) at home.
Quite a number of young ladies ha

had their pictures taken, believi
that their physiognomy presents a b*
ter appearance this time of the ye
than any other. Put in your clai
boys.
A bird's eye view is all we want.

]? Magno Unc

FROM BLUEFIELD.

The Planet Encouraged.

THE "GRAB" DISOUS8ED IN WEST
VIRGINIA.

Mr. Oliver Addresses a Meeting in Defense
of the True Reformers and Abuses the

Planet and its Editor:

Editor Planet:.
We would to God there

were more bold and fearless editors
among our people as yourself, one who
never fails to utter au expression sav¬
ing for justice, right and lor tne inter¬
est of this down-trodden race. We
are taught out of Uod's word that
there is more rejoicing in heaven over
one sinner repenting, than 99 just per¬
sona that need no repentance. W hat
we mean by this, the good you have
accomplished for your race is more
gloriously appreciated and recognized
by the Lord alone than all men. The
good you have done for fallen human¬
ity will be told in a better land than
this. God is smiling upon you, our

prayers shall go up to a tnroue of
grace that you will live long to lead
this people on to higher things in life.

lt has only been through your noble
and unceasing efforts tnat those two
women, who were sentenced to be
hanged during the mouth of Septem¬
ber still live, with a hope of Deing
free again. You have aroused the en¬
tire country on this great and impor¬
tant case. Surely Uod is with you in
this fight, not only this one, uut in
every "battle." vie are praying by
the aid of your dear, loving paper all
will be saved.

AGAINST THE PLANET'S OPPOSERS.

Those that are going through the
country living oil of other people's
money, trying to persuade the reading
class lrom taking a paper that has
done more for the race man any oth¬
er Negro paper since the dawn of all
journals, should be driven out of any¬
one's city in a crutjl manner, lt plain¬
ly speaks for itself, that such a one's
nuance has become very low, still
they say they are laboring in the in¬
terest ot the race.
Your great heroic influence that

you have wielded over the country in
demolishing lynch-law has had a won¬
derful effect in every state, lt should
go down in the history of your nonie
record, lt has in our earnest opinion
placed you far above all financiers,
great leaders, and the so-called ("j*"j
leaders of our race and country in the
sight of him who knows all things and
sees all things. In all of God's angry
frowns upon sin in this world, we be¬
lieve it is when men take the lives
of others by cruelty such as swinging
anyone up with a rope to telegraph
poles or trees, and riddling their life¬
less body with bullets. There is an¬
other way they have, tying the feet
and hands, burning the body or per¬
son up alive. Reader; these are the
things we must consider in this Nine¬
teenth century among our people here
in America.

THE RIND OP MATERIAL NEEDED.

It requires only the best material
of our people to fight against this
heathenish act. It must be stopped
some way. The way Editor Mitchel
has fought to chees, this outrageous
act, demands the respect and support
of every man who loves his race. Bul
not on the other hand like some goin*.
through the country advising the peo
pie not to take the Planet, simply be
cause the Planet is fighting the righi
side of the $50,000.00 voted Rev. W
W. Browse by the delegation in th*
city of Richmond at the 15th Annua
cession of the Grand Fountain Unitec
Order of True Reformers for the copy
right of his plans of the order.

the people rallying

Not-with-standing the outrageou
things that have been said about th<
Planet and its brilliant editor, we ari

still finding people who want thi
Planet. My brother, God is trul;
with you in such an important "bat
tie" as this "Lynch-law must go.
You are a brave man who Rives you
race and country, will dare to checi
the murderous hands of thugs am

toughs, whooshed the blood of its cit j
zens. You will see to it that bad me:
are brought to justice, that criminal
are tried by due process of law, tha
law and order shall prevail, am
thieves, murderers and cut-throat
shall not run the country.
the wind-bag in another section.

A. J. Oliver, Esq., of Roanoke, Va
was here last week, in defense of Rea
W.W.Browne and what had bee
published in the Planet about Rei
W. W. Browne and the $50,000.00. H
spoke here to a very small audience
and his criticism and outrageous rc
marks were so severe on the Plank
and Editor Mitchell that a great man
of them vacated the room. Mr. Ol
ver'a entire discourse was on tli
Planet and John Mitchell, Jr., aboi
two hours and a half. I have been it
formed that his lectures through tl:
coalfield were similar to the one i
Bluefield.
The Grand Fountain is at a larjj

expense sending this gentlemi*
through the country to abuse Edit*
Mitchell and his race defending pape
We learn he is to be paid for h

lectures by the Grand Fountain, bi
not from the general fund as the $5
000 is to be paid out of the gener
fund.

POINT WELL-TAKEN.

Shakespeare says,"He that filch
from me my good name robs me
that which never enriches him, b
indeed makes me poor." The abo-

quotation is very applicable to Mr.
Oliver from the very fact the trouble
is between Rev. Air. W. W. Browne
and Hon. John Mitchell, Jr. We hold
they are the proper ones to get the
public straight again.
Rev lt. U. Fox of Handley, W. Va.,

assisted by the able divine, Rev. W. J.
Carter of Pocahontas, has accomplish¬ed great good in the city for the past2 weeks with the revival that has been
in progress at the Scott Street BaptistChurch. Over 30 have professed Christ
since the meeting started. The house
is packed to its utmost capacity each
night. There are a large number of
enquirers.
Yours for the onward prosperity and

circulation of the Planet.
W. R. Patterson.

MIKADO A SUCCESS.
The Japanese Opera Mikado was presented last Monday and Tuesday

nights to a large and appreciative au¬
dience at the True Reformers Hail.
The rendition of the above operaplainly demonstrated that great care

had been taken in the preparation of
the same. The several characters com
posinj-* the caste were ably represent¬ed Their stage demeanor and ges¬
tures at tinies were so perfect that
one would imagine himself listening
to professionals rather than amateurs.
Mr <i *m. Moon as Mikado, Mr.

Edward Clay as Nanki Poo, Mr. D. C.
Jackson as Pooh Bah, were very goodand held their reputation of former
days,
Mr. C Drake as Pish Tush was goodHe is a new comer among the Rich¬

mond singers and has a melodious ten
or voice of considerable range and
sweetness.
Mr. W. B. Hope as Ko Ko was con¬

ceded to be the star of the occasion.
His articulations, expression and ges¬
tures were better than we have seen in
some professionals He was in every
way suited to the character.
Mrs. A. Harris who took the charact

er of Katisha is also a stranger in our
midst. She won for herself a reputa¬tion among the musical element. The
solos and duetts of Mr. W E. HopeMrs A Harris in the love teasing af¬
fair between them caused the audi¬
ence to break fortn with a deafeningapplause to which they responded onlyto be more heavily encored.
Miss Serena Taylor as Yum Yum,Miss K Williams as Pitt! Sing, Miss

C. Randolph, Peep Bo, did fairly well.
Miss Serena Taylor has a sweet voice
with wide range but volume is needed
to represent such an important char¬
acter. The chorus was seemingly well
trained and though they sang well was
rather weak. The performance Tues¬
day night was equally a* j-jood thoughthe audience was not so large.

Sold Out .That Animated Auction Sale'

"Brother A. \\ Norrell made a mo¬
tion, as a starting'bid, that the Grand
Fountain give the li W. Master ($20,OOO) twenty thousand dollars for his
plans, to be paid in such a way as will
not hurt the Institution.

that animated auction sale.
Here it was then that a stir took

place, some of the delegates stated
that it was not enough, others endeav¬
oring to have amendments recognizedraising the amount, lt was like an
animated auction sale "

"Brother A. V. Norrell stated that
he did not think this Grand Fountain
could measure the ability of the G. W.
Master, and that when he offered $20,
OOO, he simply did it as a bid, believingand thinking that the Grand Fountain
would add to that and give him a
handsome sum."
Brother Norrell was $30,000 below

high water mark. No wonder he apol¬
ogized to the chief and the Grand
Fountain. Had he started at forty
thousand, the final bid might have
been one hundred thousand and what
a smile he would have received from
the "royal" countenance. Advice to
Brother Norrell.bid higher.

MANCHESTER LETTER.
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"God's Care for His Saints," was thetheme of Rev. Birchett's sermon onlast Sunday morning at the First Bap¬tist Church. This young divine han¬dled his subject with credit to himselfand satisfaction to the audience.Dr. Binga officiated in the afternoonand preached from the subject, "ThouShalt Havemo other Gods before me."Owing to the inclement weather themembers did not turn out as theyusually do. /
On to-morrow, Sunday afternoon,at 3 o'clock, Dr Binga will preach tothe mothers and fathers of our cityThe Reverend gave the boys and girls"lamb and ram," and we are satisfiedthe sermon next Sunday to the pa¬rents will be nothing shorter than"sheep and mutton," see?
Mr. J. W. Atkins left the city forAtlanta last week.
Mr. D. W. Bland is improving aftera severe attack of malaria,Have you se* n the minutes of the23rd Annual Session of the Samari¬tans, held at Charlottesville, Va.?Q. Wm. Moon, G. W. Secretary re¬ports the actions of the Grand Lodgejustasthey occurred, covering up noone's short comings. While the ene¬my is dying out, the Order like deepwater is moving on gently withoutany trouble or disturbance toward thehill of prosperity. Then we may ex¬pect every old sore head that did notattend the last session or sessions oflate to come up with great speech-making, declaring and saying lookwhat we have done for the growth ofthe Order. They say that the yountrelement can't run the Order but "ifthey can't, they most." And now ifthe order did not succeed with thelogic and figures brought forwardevery year, just stey aside and give usa few lines of common sense and a fewlogical dollars in reality or real mon¬ey, and not so much speech-makin*and the success of the order is assuredbeyond a doubt.
Mrs. Sarah Gray keeps qoJtt feeble.
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